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aid of steam-tugs. Below this point there is no impediment
to navigation, and ships may pass freely down to the Kara
Sea. The Volga is a slow-flowing river in comparison to the
Yenessei. An interesting feature, in common with the other
great Siberian rivers, is that the lower part remains icebound
after the thaw is complete in the upper part. As a result of
this, vast floods occur, and when the ice finally melts in the
lower course the volume, speed, and destructive power of
the river are enormous.
The ice has usually disappeared by the middle of May
and there is a navigation season of five months in the upper,
southern, half of the river, while the lower part can only be
used for three months. During these three months the new
Arctic port of Igarka is very busy. All the timber which has
been cut during the winter is loaded on to ships, which have to
be out of Arctic waters by the end of September at the latest.
The Ob. The Ob flows across a vast plain. Consequently
it is a much slower and quieter river than the Yenessei. In
the lower half of its course it divides into several channels,
and there are enormous areas of permanent and impassable
marshlands on either side. Its main tributary, the Irtysh,
rises in China, on the western slopes of the Mongolian Altai,
and in its course through the mountains is a very fast river.
Between Semipalatinsk and Omsk it traverses steppe plains
and, during this section of its course, receives no tributaries.
It is navigable for about 2000 miles.
The Lena, Tana, Indigirka, and Kama Rivers. These rivers
flow through a region of perpetually frozen subsoil and long,
severe winters. Consequently the navigation season is very
short, and there have been occasions when the mouth of the
Lena has been blocked with ice throughout the summer.
Although the Lena is 2767 miles in length, and navigable as
far as Katun, it is not likely to attain the importance of the
Yenessei as a commercial highway.1
The Amur. The supply of water to this river depends not
so much upon the melting of the snow in spring as upon the
1 The Lena is the longest river of the Soviet Union, and the area of its
delta is three times that of the Volga.